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India's claim to have educational attention was already
admitted, but it was not yet clear that the Western inheritance
in the sphere of real understanding was different from rather
than superior to that of the East, The recognition in 1833
of the work of the missionaries by the British authorities was
possibly more a judgment on results than a definite indication
of policy, but it was a step in the right direction even if an
unconscious one. The missionaries were not producing
revolution; that was the measure by which their labours were
assessed. Any activity that did not create a breach of Pax
Bntanmca was tolerated if not mildly blessed by the Charter
Acts.
Meanwhile, the battle in England had been fought and won.
In 1835 one of the most vital decisions ever made with regard
to India was expressed by Lord William Bentinck when he
said, "The great object of the British Government would be
the promotion of European literature and science among the
natives of India.'*  The discoveries of the West were to be
sown as good seed on the baking plains of the East.  Lord
Macaulay's balanced prose and groomed argument had sent
the Orientalists to flight!   India might have discovered that
man was a shadow of an aU'pervading divinity and proved
that that shadow is never found out of association with its
creator; India might have shone sweetly as a morning star in
the philosophical firmament long before the first stone of the
Parthenon was laid, and might have given to human motive
a grace and sweetness unparalleled in history; all this was as
filthy rags in the sight of a generation that believed in a round
earth and the laws of motion.   India must read Locke and
listen to Knox, she must understand that every time she
clasps her fingers in prayer the stock of universal energy has
been diminished in accordance with the second law of
thermodynamics.
Thus in 1854 Sir Charles Wood's famous despatch on
educational system was issued. If India was to be perfumed
by the West the method of her perfuming had to be